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Military revolts are of universal occurrence ; "but far
the largest number have occurred in Spain and the
Spanish-speaking countries. There have been in-
genious explanations of the phenomenon, but the
manifest explanation is Habit. An army which has
once interfered with politics is under a strong tempta-
tion to interfere again. It is a far easier and far
more effective way of causing a.n opinion to prevail
than going to a ballot-box, and far more profitable
to the leaders. I may add that, violent as is the
improbability of military interference in some coun-
tries, there is probably no country except the United
States in which the army could not control the
government, if it were of one mind and if it retained
its military material.

Popular governments have been repeatedly over-
turned by the Army and the Mob in combination;
but on the whole the violent destruction of these
governments in their more extreme forms has been
effected by the army, while in their more moderate
shapes they have had the mob for their principal
assailant. It is to be observed that in recent times
mobs have materially changed both their character
and their method of attack. A mob was once a
portion of society in a state of dissolution, a collec-
tion of people who for the time had broken loose
from the ties which bind society together. It may
have had a vague preference for some political or